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SUBJECT: MTN: CHAIRMANSHIP OF TNC GROUPS 

1. SUMMARY: SEVEN PLUS SEVEN GROUP TODAY AGREED 

ON SLATE OF CHAIRMEN FOR SIX MAIN TNC GROUPS. PACKAGE 
OF THREE SECRETARIAT AND THREE NATIONAL CHAIRMEN MADE 
POSSIBLE ULTIMATELY BY EC ABANDONING PRINCIPLE OF ALL- 
SECRETARIAT CHAIRMEN AFTER TWO WEEKS TEDIOUS 
CONSULTATIONS. SEVEN PLUS SEVEN WILL MEET MARCH 19 TO 
CONSIDER CHAIRMEN OF SUBGROUPS OF NONTARIFF MEASURES 
GROUP. END SUMMARY 

2. DG LONG TODAY HELD FOURTH SESSION OF SEVEN PLUS 
SEVEN GROUP IN TWO WEEKS FOR FINAL TRY AT AGREEMENT 
ON SLATE OF CHAIRMEN FOR MAIN TNC GROUPS. AT OPENING 
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OF MEETING HE REPORTED THAT "WISE MEN'S" CONSULTATION 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


NOW INDICATED THERE WAS PROBABLE CONSENSUS ON MIXED 
SLATE OF CHAIRMEN WITH THREE EACH FROM SECRETARIAT AND 
NATIONAL DELEGATIONS. 

3. DISCUSSION REDUCED QUESTION TO TENTATIVE CONSENSUS 
THAT SECRETARIAT SHOULD CHAIR AGRICULTURE AND NONTARIFF 
MEASURES GROUPS, NATIONALS SHOULD CHAIR TROPICAL PRODUCTS 
AND SECTORS GROUPS, AND REMAINING PROBLEM WOULD BE 
DISTRIBUTION OF TARIFFS AND SAFEGUARDS GROUPS BETWEEN 
SECRETARIAT AND NATIONAL CHAIRMEN. AFTER BRIEF RECESS EC 
ANNOUNCED IT WAS DROPPING PREVIOUS ALL-SECRETARIAT POSITION ON 
CHAIRMANSHIPS AND COULD ACCEPT MIXED SLATE, PROVIDED 
SECRETARIAT WOULD CHAIR TARIFFS GROUP. EC CITED 

SENSITIVE JURISDICTIONAL PROBLEMS LIKELY TO COME UP IN 
THAT GROUP, SIMILAR TO THOSE IN AGRICULTURE AND NONTARIFF 
MEASURES GROUPS, REQUIRING "NEUTRAL CHAIRMAN." 

4. SEVERAL OTHER DELS NOTED COLLIANDER OF SWEDEN HAD 
BEEN CONSENSUS CHOICE FOR TARIFFS GROUP. FINAL COMPROMISE 
ACHIEVED WITH SUGGESTION THAT COLLIANDER TAKE SAFEGUARDS 
GROUP. SLATE THEN AGREED BY ALL DELS AS FOLLOWS: 

TARIFFS - SECRETARIAT 

NONTARIFF MEASURES - SECRETARIAT 

AGRICULTURE - SECRETARIAT 

TROPICAL PRODUCTS - MARTINEZ (ARGENTINA) 

SECTORS - TOMIC (YUGOSLAVIA) 

SAFEGUARDS - COLLIANDER (SWEDEN) 

ACTUAL ELECTION WILL TAKE PLACE IN EACH OF SIX GROUPS 
IN DEMOCRATIC FASHION. 

5. WHEN QUESTIONED BY SEVERAL DELS LONG RESPONDED THAT 
ONLY DEPUTY DGS (PATTERSON AND MATHUR) WOULD HANDLE 
SECRETARIAT CHAIRMANSHIPS. WE EXPECT PATTERSON 
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WILL HANDLE AGRICULTURE GROUP. MARTINEZ REQUESTED 
TROPICAL PRODUCTS GROUP CONTINUE MEET THIS WEEK WITH 
MATHUR AS CHAIRMAN UNTIL IT FINISHES SUBSTANTIVE WORK. 

6. DUE TO EC LACK OF POSITION, SEVEN PLUS SEVEN WILL 
HAVE MEETING AGAIN WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19 TO RESUME 
DISCUSSION ON NONTARIFF MEASURES SUBGROUP CHAIRMANSHIPS. 
WOLFF 
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